The Will of Thomas Croucher (c. 1751-1822)

Introduction

This document contains the Will of Thomas Croucher, the uncle who employed William Croucher (born 1801, in London to George and Mary Croucher). The document consists of the original will made on 31st July 1822, and two Codicils dated 12th October 1822 and 1st November 1822.

To help make the document a little clear I have included a ‘Dictionary” to explain some of the terms and a list of names and who they are. To assist with reading of the will I have added commas and full stops and paragraph breaks where I thought it appropriate. The original document has very fews full stops and no paragraph breaks which makes it difficult to comprehend. I have bolded any words where I am uncertain about the word. The document is quite difficult to decipher as the hand-writing is small and the style of some letters is very different to what we would recognise today.

Before each new section I have added some comments which are enclosed in Brackets “[]”, and I have underlined each item in the will as it is bequeathed.

A Dictionary of Terms Used in the Will

A term commonly used in the will is “freehold messuage or tenement hereditaments and premises with the appurtenants” and each word is explained below.

Freehold

Where the title, or tenure, of the property is held (i.e. the land is owned) as a result of the payment of a simple fee.

Leasehold

Where the property is not owned, but is leased for a period, usually for 99 years. It is much more common to lease properties in London where much of the land is still held by the crown or families to whom the land was given centuries ago.

Messuage

Is defined as a house, including gardens, courtyard, orchard and outbuildings.

Tenement

Is a set of buildings or apartments that make up a single building.

Hereditament

Real property (ie land) which, on an intestacy, might have devolved (ie passed down to) an heir, i.e. anything that can be passed on to an heir as an inheritance.

Appurtenants

Anything appendage, that is not property, but which adds to the value of the property, i.e. an easement, or a right of way.

The occupations mentioned in the will are simple enough with the following exception.

Calender and Embosser

A calender was a roller-machine for smoothing paper or cloth, while embossing is causing figures to stand out in relief on a flat surface.

The Main People in the Will

The Testator (or person making the will) is Thomas Croucher. He was probably born in Isleworth, Middlesex, around 1751; and died in London in November 1822. His wife and son Thomas had died some time before him.

His brothers and sisters, whose birth dates are estimates based on the date of other events in their lives, are:

1) Sarah Croucher, born circa 1753. Sarah married Thomas Court in 1801

2) Deborah Croucher, born circa 1755, Deborah married John Austin, of Richmond in Surrey

3) George Croucher, born circa 1757. George was the father of William Croucher the convict who married Elizabeth Hayman in Parramatta in 1839.

4) William Croucher, born circa 1760. William is the father of William, Thomas and George who receive inheritances from Thomas.

5) Mary Croucher , born circa 1762, Mary married James Pool, a Gardener of Hampton, in Middlesex; and is the mother of Thomas James Pool who receives an inheritance from Thomas

Relatives in Froyle, Hampshire

1) John Croucher, born in 1777

2) Thomas Croucher, born in 1778

3) Amy Croft (perhaps Amelia Croucher a sister of the John and Thomas Croucher of Froyle)

The following people were servants of Thomas:

1) Mary Collison, who lived in his current home at 23 Queen Street

2) Sarah Shaw, the sister of Mary Collison, and the wife of James Shaw

3) James Crather

4) Edward Page

5) Henry Gregory

The following people were the Executors of Thomas’ will

1) Charles Bussey

2) George Grove

3) James Shaw, of Queen Street

The following people appear to play an administrative role performing the terms of Thomas’ will of paying the dividends of his investments to his various heirs.

1) John Vickerman, a Carpenter

2) Francis John Wyman, a Calender

3) John Pickering, an Attorney at Law

The Will of Thomas Croucher

Dated – 31st July 1822

This is the Last Will and Testament of me, Thomas Croucher of Queen Street Cheapside, in the City of London, Glazier, deceased as follows (that is to say) I desire to be buried in my family grave at Isleworth in the County of Middlesex in as plain a manner as possible.

[To Cousins and other people]

I will and direct that all my just debts and funeral expenses fully paid and satisfied, and after payment and satisfaction thereof I give and bequeath unto Thomas Croucher, of Froyle in the County of Hants (Hampshire) Schoolmaster; to John Croucher, of Bentley in the same County Innkeeper; and to Amy Croft, of Bury Saint Edmunds in the County of Suffolk, widow; the sum of ten pounds each.

I give and bequeath unto each of the children of Thomas and Elizabeth Bussey, late of Dartford in the County of Kent, who shall be living at the time of my decease the sum of five pounds. I give and bequeath unto Charles Bussey, George Grove and James Shaw, three of my executors hereinafter named, the sum of thirty pounds each. I give and bequeath unto my servant Mary Collison the sum of twenty pounds and I will and direct that the legacy duty on the several legacies, before mentioned, so far as the same are subject to legacy duty, be born and paid out of my Estate.

[To his Nephew William Croucher]

And I will and direct that all my households furniture not hereinafter otherwise disposed of be valued and appraised by an experienced broker to be named and appointed by my executors and executrix hereinafter named. And that my nephew William Croucher of Queen Street aforesaid Glazier and Thomas Croucher and George Croucher (sons of my brother William Croucher) shall have the option of purchasing such parts hereof at such valuation as they may respectively think proper with the consent of my said executors.

I give and bequeath unto my said William Croucher, of Queen Street, aforesaid Glazier, all my stock in trade together with the tools and utensils belonging to me in my trade of a Glazier to and for his own use and benefit together also with the stained glass in my shop and Counting house, if the same be not previously disposed of. And whereas my said nephew William Croucher stands indebted to me in the sum of three hundred and fifty pounds and upwards for the money lent and advanced by me to him, now I hereby freely forgive and discharge him of and from the said debt and from all interest due to me in respect thereof. And I give, devise and bequeath unto my said nephew William Croucher all that my freehold messuage or tenement hereditaments and premises with the appurtenants situate and being in No 23 in Queen Street, aforesaid, wherein I now reside and also all those two freehold messuage or tenement hereditaments and premises with the appurtenants situate and being in the parish of Saint Mildred in the Poultry, in the City of London, and also all that freehold messuage or tenement hereditaments and premises with the appurtenants situate and being on North Street, East Lane, Walworth in the parish of Saint Mary Newington in the County of Surry and all my estate in the said several messuages or tenement hereditaments and premises with the rights members and appurtenants thereunto belonging unto and to the use of my said nephew William Croucher his heirs and assigns for ever subject neverthless as to my dwelling house No 23 Queen Street to permit and suffer my faithful servant Sarah Shaw (wife of James Shaw) and her sister the aforesaid Mary Collison to dwell in and inhabit the said house and to have the full and unrestricted possession and occupation thereof and all my said furniture and consumption of Coals therein for the space of three years Calendar months next after my decease. I also give and bequeath unto my said nephew William Croucher all my shares and interest in the Albion and Atlas Fire and Life Office Companies and also in the Southwark Bridge Company to and for his own use and benefit.

I give devise and bequeath unto Sarah Young, formerly of Startforth, in the County of York, spinster, but now or late of Bishopgate Street London all that my freehold messuage or tenement hereditaments thereunto belonging situate and being at Holloway in the County of Middlesex now in the tenure or occupation of George Williams to have and to hold the said messuage or tenement hereditaments, gardens, land and premises with the appurtenants unto and to the use of the said Sarah Young her heirs and assigns for ever.

[To his brother George]

I give and bequeath unto John Vickerman, of Lower Royal in the City of London, Carpenter; Francis John Wyman, of Queen Street, aforesaid Calender and John Pickering, of Tower Royal, aforesaid Attorney at Law the sum of one thousand pound three pounds (sic) per cent Consolidated Annuities upon Trust that they the said John Vickerman, Francis John Wyman annd John Pickering and the survivors and survivor of them his executors and administrators do and shall pay the dividends, interest and produce thereof half yearly as the same shall be received unto my brother George Croucher, of Castle Court in the Strand, in the County of Middlesex, for and during the term of his natural life to and for his own use and benefit; and from and immediately after the decease of my said brother George Croucher then upon further Trust to stand possessed of the said sum of one thousand pound three percent Consolidated Bank Annuities and the dividends, interest and produce thereof upon Trust for my three nephews Thomas James Pool (son of James and Mary Pool of Hampton in the County of Middlesex, Gardener) and Thomas Croucher and George Croucher (sons of my brother William Croucher of Isleworth in the same County) equally to be divided between them. My said nephews share and share alike and their respective Executors and administrators. I give and bequeath unto my Executors and Executrix hereinafter named and the survivor and survivor of them his and her Executors and Administrators all those my freeholds messuage or tenements and premises with the appurtenants situate and being in Pleasant Place in the Parish of Saint Mary Lambeth in the County of Surry upon Trust (after paying and satisfying rents, insurance repairs and other outgoings to which the same premises are liable) to pay the yearly rents issues and profits thereof from time to time as the same shall be received unto my said brother George Croucher his Executors and Administrators for and during the term of his natural life and from and immediately after the decease of my said brother George Croucher I give and bequeath the said five houses with the appurtenants and all my estate and interest therein unto my said three nephews Thomas James Pool, Thomas Croucher and George Croucher equally share and share alike their respective executors and Administrators.

[To his Brother William and his three sisters]

I give and bequeath unto the aforesaid John Vickerman, Francis John Wyman and John Pickering the further sum of two thousand pounds three per cent Bank annuities upon Trust that they the said John Vickerman, Francis John Wyman and John Pickering and the survivors and survivor of them his executors and administrators do and shall pay one fourth of the dividends, interest and produce thereof half yearly as the same shall be received unto my brother William Croucher of Isleworth aforesaid for and during the term of his natural life. One other fourth part of such dividends, interest and produce unto my sister Sarah Court, wife of Thomas Court of Woolwich in the County of Kent, for and during the term of her natural Life. One other fourth part of such dividends, interest and produce unto my sister Deborah Austin, wife of John Austin of Richmond in the County of Surry, for and during the term of her natural life. And the remaining fourth part of such interest, dividends and produce unto my sister Mary Pool, wife of James Pool of Hampton in the County of Middlesex, Gardener, for and during the term of her natural life.

And I will and direct that upon the respective deaths of my said brother William Croucher and my sisters Sarah Court, Deborah Austin and Mary Pool and as the same shall severally and respectively happen they the said John Vickerman, Francis John Wyman and John Pickering and the survivor and survivor of them his Executors and administrators shall and so stand possessed of the said Trust funds upon trust to divide one fourth part of the said sum of two thousand pounds three per cent reduced bank annuities between and amongst my aforesaid nephews Thomas James Pool, Thomas Croucher and George Croucher equally share and share alike and their respective Executors and administrators to whom I hereby give and bequeath the same and so from time to time as the deaths of my said brothers and sisters shall respectively happen until the whole of the said sum of two thousand pounds three per cent reduced bank annuities shall be divided in manner aforesaid.

I give and bequeath unto my Executors and Executrix hereinafter named and the survivors and survivor of them his and her Executors and administrators all those my several households messuages or tenements and premises following (that is to say) three messuages or tenements situate and being in Hampton Street, Walworth, in the County of Surry now or late in the several tenures or occupations of William Graves, Thomas Bolis and Sarah Waitley; two messauges or tenements situate and being in Alfred Place, Saint George Southwark, in the said County of Surry in the several occupations of John Peath and Thomas Godwin; eight messuages or tenements situate and being in Morton Street and Court adjacent to Alfred Place aforesaid let out in tenements; one messuage or tenements situate and being in Upper Charles Street in the Parish of Saint James Clerkenwell, in the County of Middlesex in the occupation of ____ Weedon; and two messuages or tenements situate and being in Walting Street in the Parish of Saint Mary Aldermary in the city of London in the several occupations of Thomas Hagger and give upon Trust after paying and satisfying the rents, insurance, repairs and other outgoing to which the same premises are respectively liable to pay and divide the yearly rents, issues and profits of the said premises from time to time as the same shall be received unto and amongst my said brother William Croucher and my said sisters Sarah Court, Deborah Austin and Mary Pool and the survivors and survivor of them my said brother and sisters for and during the terms of their respective natural lives share and share alike and I will and direct declare that on the death of any or either of them my said brother and sisters the survivors and survivor shall continue to receive the whole of the said Rents and profits equally it being my meaning that the last survivor of them my said brother and sisters shall enjoy the whole of such Rents and profits during his or her life and from and immediately after the decease of the survivor of them my said brother and sisters I give and bequeath all the said messuages or tenements and premises with the appurtenants and all my estate and interest therein unto my aforesaid three nephews Thomas James Pool, Thomas Croucher and George Croucher equally share and share alike and their respective Executors and administrators.

[To his servants Sarah Shaw and Mary Collison]

I give and bequeath unto the aforesaid Sarah Shaw and her sister the said Mary Collison all my furniture in the second floor of my said dwelling house in Queen Street aforesaid except the two double Chest of drawers and the Bedstead and Bed Curtains in my Bed Room. I also give and bequeath unto the said Sarah Shaw and Mary Collison four prints framed and glazed which are now hung in the first floor front room. Also two volumes of ‘Voyages and Travels”, two volumes of Starhouse’s “History of the Bible”, a work on the “Environs of London”, the “Register of the Times” and Field’s Bibles and Testament which I direct they will divide between them as they may think proper.

I also give and bequeath unto the aforesaid John Vickerman, Francis John Wyman and John Pickering the further sum of two thousand pounds three per cent reduced bank annuities upon Trust that they the said John Vickerman, Francis John Wyman and John Pickering and the survivor and survivors of them his executors and administrators do and shall pay the dividends, interest and produce thereof half yearly as the same shall be received unto the said Sarah Shaw for and during her natural life to and for her own sole use and benefit and I will and direct that such dividends, interest and produce as aforesaid shall be from time to time be paid into the proper hands of the said Sarah Shaw to and for her own sole and separate personal and peculiar use and benefit exclusive of her present or any future husband with whom she the said Sarah Shaw may at any time or times hereafter intermarry. It being my will and mind that the said dividends, interest and produce or any part thereof shall not be subject or liable to the debts, engagements controul or disposition of such husband or husbands but shall be at her own absolute and entire controul and the receipt of the said Sarah Shaw alone under her hand for such dividends, interest and produce as aforesaid shall notwithstanding her coserture for the time being be good and sufficient discharges to the person or persons paying the same for so with thereof for which such receipt or receipts shall be from time to time respectively given and from and immediately after the decease of the said Sarah Shaw then upon Trust to stand possessed of the said two thousand pounds three pounds per cent reduced bank annuities and the dividends, interest and produce thereof upon Trust for my aforesaid three nephews Thomas James Pool, Thomas Croucher and George Croucher equally to be divided among them . My said nephews share and share alike and their respective Executors and Administrators.

I give and bequeath unto my said Executors and Executrix hereinafter named and the survivor and survivors of them his and her Executors and Administrators all those my several leaseholds messuages or tenements and premises with the following (that is to say) one messuage or tenements and premises with the appurtenances situate and being in Hampton Street Walworth in the County of Surry now or late in the tenure or occupation of ___ Harrison; one other messuage or tenement or premises with the appurtenances situate and being in Peerless in the Parish of Saint Luke in the County of Middlesex now or late in the tenure or occupation of ___ Dyer; and two leasehold messuages or tenements and premises with the appurtenances situate and being in Union Row, Kent Road, in the Parish of Saint Mary Newington in the County of Surry now or late in the tenure or occupation of Richard Underwood or his undertenants upon Trust after paying and satisfying the several rents, insurance, repairs and other outgoings to which the same premises are respectively liable to pay the yearly rents, issues and profits thereof from time to time as the same shall be respectively received unto the said Mary Collison her Executors administrators and assigns for and during the terms of her natural life and from and immediately after the decease of the said Mary Collison I give and bequeath the said several messuages or tenements and premises and all my estate and interest therein unto my aforesaid three nephews Thomas James Pool, Thomas Croucher and George Croucher equally share and share alike and their respective Executors and administrators. 

[To his nephew John Pittman]

I give and bequeath unto my nephew John Pittman all those two leaseholds, messuages or tenements and premises with the appurtenances situate and being in Norfolk Street in the said Parish of Saint Mary Islington and County of Middlesex now or late in the tenure or occupation of

the widow Baker and Mr Lewis to hold the same to my said nephew John Pittman his Executors and administrators and assigns for all the residue and remainder of my Terms of years Estate and interest therein to and for his own use and benefit absolutely, subject to the rent and other outgoings to which the same are liable.

And I will and direct that in case there shall not happen to be sufficient three pounds per cent Consolidated Bank Annuities or three pounds per cent reduced Bank Annuities standing in my name at the time of my decease for the purposes of this my will herein before mentioned that the amounts the respectively shall be made up by my Executors and Executrix hereinafter named by and out of my personal estate and effects. And as to all the residue and remainder of my estate and effects uai and personal of what nature or kind soever the same may be and wheresoever situate and all my ready money in the funds, book debts and other debts, bonds, bills, notes and other services for money and all and singular other my estate property and effects whatsoever which I may be possessed of or entitled to at my decease in any wise heresoever and which is or are not hereby otherwise specifically bequeathed or disposed of I give devise and bequeath the same according to the different natures and qualities of the same estates and properties respectively unto my aforesaid nephews William Croucher, Thomas Croucher, George Croucher and Thomas James Pool to be divided between them, my said nephews, share and share alike and their respective heirs, Executors, Administrators and assigns absolutely for provided always. And I do hereby further will and declare that it shall be and may be lawful to and in my said Trustees and also to and for my Executors and executrix and the survivors and survivor of them and his and her respective Executors and administrators and each and every of them by and out of all or any of the monies by virtue of this my will come to their or his or her hands to deduct retain and reimburse herself and himself and also to pay to their, his and her Co-trustee and Trustees Co-executors and Co-executors all such costs, charges and expenses as they shall respectively shall or may sustain or be put unto in or about the execution of this my will or all or any of the Trusts aforesaid and also that they, my said Trustees and executors and Executrix and the survivors and survivor of them their, his and her respective Executors and administrators shall be charged and chargeable only every of them for and with his and her own respective receipts, payments acts and wilful defaults and not otherwise and shall not be charged or recharged with or for and sum or sums of money other than such as they shall actually and respectively receive or come to their or any of their hands by virtue of this my will nor with or for any loss or damage which may happen to the said Trust funds monies and premises or otherwise in or about the execution of all or any of the Trusts aforesaid without their, his or her respective wilful default.

And I hereby nominate, constitute and appoint Charles Bussey of Pentonville in the County of Middlesex, Bookseller; George Grove of Postein Row, Tower Hill, Shot Maker; James Shaw, Mariner (the husband of the aforesaid Sarah Shaw) and the said Sarah Shaw Executors and Executrix of this my will; and hereby revoking all former wills by me at any time heretofore made. I declare this to be my last will and testament. In testimony whereof I have to each sheet of this my will containing with this sheet ten sheets of paper subscribed my name and to the first and last sheets have affixed my hands seal this thirty first day of July in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty two. Thomas Croucher. (signature)

Signed, sealed, published and declared by the said testator Thomas Croucher as and for his last Will and Testament in the presence of us who at his request and in his presence and in the presence of such other have subscribed our names as witnesses. The word Schoolmaster being struck out of the fourth line of the last sheet and the word Bookseller being first underlined in the place thereof.

James Crather - James Page - Henry Gregory – Servants in the employ of Mr Croucher.

First Codicil

Dated – 12th October 1822

This is a Codicil to the last Will and Testament of me Thomas Croucher of Queen Street in the City of London, Glazier. Whereas since the date and execution of my will I have purchased under a sale by order of the Court of Chancery made in a Cause Reynolds v Blake a certain freehold estate consisting of a Messuage or Tenement and premises with the appurtenants situate and being in No. 18 in Queen Street aforesaid but the purchase is not yet paid for or completed. Now I do hereby direct my executors in my will named to pay the purchase money for the said estate out of my personal estate and effects. And I do hereby give devise and bequeath the said messuage or tenement and premises with the appurtenants and all my estate therein unto my nephew Thomas Croucher and George Croucher (sons of my brother William Croucher and George Croucher of Isleworth) and unto Thomas Croucher (son of my nephew William Croucher of Queen Street aforesaid Glazier) to have and to hold the said messuage or tenement and premises with the appurtenants unto and to the use of my said nephews Thomas Croucher and George Croucher and the said Thomas Croucher (son of my said nephew William) their heirs and assigns for ever equally share and share alike as tenants in common and not as joint tenants.

And whereas I have in and by my will given and bequeathed five leasehold messuage or tenements and premises with the appurtenances situate and being in Pleasant Place in the Parish of Saint Mary Lambeth in the County of Surry unto my Executors and executrix in my said will named upon Trust to pay the rents and profits thereof unto my brother George Croucher for and during the term of this natural life. Now I do hereby revoke and make void the bequest to my said brother George Croucher and I do hereby give and bequeath the said leasehold messuages or tenements and premises unto my said Executors and Executrix upon Trust after paying and satisfying the rents, insurances, repairs and other outgoings therein to pay and divide the yearly rents, issues and profits of the same premises from time to time as the same shall be received unto and amongst my brother William Croucher of Isleworth and my sisters Sarah Court, Deborah Austin and Mary Pool and the survivors and survivor of them my said brother and sisters for and during the terms of their respective natural lives equally share and share alike. And I and direct and declare that on the death of any or either of them my said brother and sisters and the survivors and survivor shall continue to receive the whole of the said rents and profits equally. It being my will and meaning that the last survivor of them my said brother and sisters enjoy the whole of such rents and profits during his or her life and from and immediately after the decease of the survivor of them my said brother and sisters I give and bequeath the same Messuages or Tenements and premises with the appurtenances and all my estate and interest herein unto my three nephews Thomas James Pool (son of James and Mary Pool of Hampton in the County of Middlesex) and the before named Thomas Croucher and George Croucher (sons of my brother William Croucher) equally share and share alike and their respective Executors and Administrators.

I give and bequeath unto the said Thomas Croucher, son of my nephew William Croucher, my watch with the dials and appendages also one silver Table spoon marked ‘T.C.’. The ring which I had made on the death of my son Thomas Croucher, also my son’s Common Prayer Book and Scarlett’s Testament. Also Bailey Folio Dictionary and the Weekly Gazette half bound.

I give and bequeath my late wife’s ring to Charles Bussey one of my Executors in my will, named.

I give and bequeath unto my nephew the aforesaid Thomas Croucher son of my brother William eleven of my shares in the Hope fire office also Roo’s Cyclopedia five volumes, two volumes of Phillip’s Bible and three volumes of the Dictionary of the Bible, also my best suit of cloaths consisting of Coat, waistcoat and breeches.

I give and bequeath unto my said nephew George Croucher the remaining ten of my shares in the Hope fire Office, also Elhanah Winchester’s works and the magazines and also my second best suit of cloaths consisting of Coat, waistcoat and breeches.

I give and bequeath unto my nephew William Croucher, of Queen Street, my Red Bible by Brown, the half bound Book of the Harbriar Miscellany and four volumes of the Goulleinans Magazine.

I give and bequeath unto Sarah Shaw two silk handkerchiefs, and to her sister Mary Cillinson two silk handkerchiefs, and also all the rest of my wearing apparel.

I direct my Executors, in my will named, to divide as equally as they can between my aforesaid two Nephews Thomas Croucher and his brother George Croucher to whom I hereby give and bequeath the same and I will and direct that my Executors and Executrix, in my will named, shall and do permit and suffer my nephews the said William Croucher and Thomas Croucher and George Croucher and also the said Sarah Shaw and Mary Collison to purchase such parts of my household furniture, paintings and prints (not otherwise disposed of by my said will) as they my said nephew William Croucher, Thomas Croucher and George Croucher and also the said Sarah Shaw and Mary Collison shall think proper to purchase, they paying to my Executors for the benefit of my estate the full value thereof.

And I hereby will and declare my intent and meaning to be that my said nephews Thomas James Pool, Thomas Croucher and George Croucher, in my will named, shall take the several funds and premises in and by my said will and also in and by this Codicil thereto given and bequeathed unto them as tenants in Common and not as joint tenants. And I further will and direct that in case there shall not be sufficient three pounds per cent reduced annuities for the purposes in my will mentioned that the amounts thereof respectively shall be made up by my Executors and Executrix, in my Will named, in the first place out of the other stocks and in the next place by and out of the Rents of my leasehold Estates and other my personal Estate and Effects previously to such rents being payable to the legacies in my Will named.

And I the said Testator Thomas Croucher do hereby in all other respects ratify and confirm my said Will bearing date the thirty first day of July now last past and declare this present instrument to be a Codicil thereto and I direct that the same may be taken, considered and executed as part thereof. In witness whereof, I the said Testator Thomas Croucher have to each sheet of this Codicil, containing four sheets of paper subscribed my name and to the top of the first sheet and also to this last sheet have affixed my seal this twelfth day of October in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty two – Thomas Croucher (signature)

Signed, sealed, published and declared by the said Testator Thomas Croucher as and for a Codicil to his last Will and Testament in the presence of us. Who at his request and in his presence and in the presence of each other have subscribed our names as witnesses – James Crather – Edward Page – Henry Gregory. Servants in the employ of Mr Croucher.

2nd Codicil after Act

Proved at London with two Codicils 20th December 1822 before the Worship Jesoe Avdams Doctor of Laws and Surrogate by the oaths of Charles Bussey, George Grove, James Shaw and Sarah Shaw (wife of the said James Shaw) the Executors to whom administration was granted being first sworn duly to administer.

2nd Codicil

Dated – 1st November 1822

This is a further Codicil to the last Will and Testament of me Thomas Croucher of Queen Street in the City of London, Glazier. Whereas I have in and by my said Will given and bequeathed unto John Vickerman of Tower Royal in the City of London, Carpenter; Francis John Wyman of Queen Street aforesaid Calender and John Pickering of Tower Royal , aforesaid Attorney at Law the sum of one thousand pounds three per cent consolidated Bank annuities upon Trust that they and the survivors and survivor of them his Executors and Administrators should pay the dividends, interest and produce thereof half yearly as the same should be received unto my brother George Croucher of Castle Court, in the Strand, in the County of Middlesex, for and during the term of his natural life and after his decease then upon certain other Trusts in my said Will mentioned. Now I do hereby wholly and absolutely revoke and make void the said bequest to my said Trustees and the several Trusts thereof in my said Will mentioned and in lieu and instead thereof I give and bequeath unto the said John Vickerman, Francis John Wyman and John Pickering and the survivors and survivor of them his Executors and Administrators the sum of seven hundred pounds three per cent consolidated Bank annuities upon Trust that they the said John Vickerman, Francis John Wyman and John Pickering and the survivors and survivor of them his Executors and Administrators and shall pay the dividends, interest and produce of the said sum of seven hundred pounds three per cent consolidated Bank annuities half yearly as the same shall be received unto my brother George Croucher for and during the term of his natural life to and for his own use and benefit and from and after the decease of my said brother George Croucher then upon further Trust to stand possessed of the said sum of seven hundred pounds three per cent consolidated Bank annuities and the dividends, interest and produce thereof upon Trust for my three nephews Thomas James Pool (son of James and Mary Pool) and Thomas Croucher and George Croucher (sons of my brother William Croucher) equally to be divided between them my said nephews share and share alike and their respective  Executors and Administrators to whom I give and bequeath the same.

And I the said Testator Thomas Croucher do hereby in all other respects ratify and confirm my said Will bearing date the thirty first day of July last except where the same is altered by a Codicil bearing date the twelfth day of October last and I also ratify and confirm the said Codicil and declare this present instrument to be an additional Codicil to my said Will and I direct that the same may be taken, considered and executed as part thereof. In Testimony whereof I the said Testator Thomas Croucher have to each sheet of this Codicil .... two sheets of paper subscribed my name and to the top of the first and to this last sheet have affixed my seal this first day of November in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty two. – Thomas Croucher (signature).

Signed, published and declared by the said Testator Thomas Croucher as and for a further Codicil to his last Will and Testament in the presence of us who at his request and in his presence and in the presence of each other have subscribed our names as witnesses (the words ‘Thomas James” in the ninth line of this sheet being first written on an erasure  - James Crather – Edward Page – Henry Gregory – Servants to Mr Croucher

See Act before further Codicil.

A Summary of the Items in this Will

In the preceding Will Thomas mentions the following items.

· In excess of £150 cash to various people

· £5,000 invested in Bank Annuities to various people

· His tools of trade and the stock in his shops, to William, the Glazier

· 26 freehold tenements to various people

· 6 leasehold tenements to various people

· Shares in the Albion and Atlas Fire and Life Company

· Shares in the Hope Fire Company

· A house full of furniture

· Assorted books, pictures and clothing.

This list indicates that Thomas Croucher is clearly a very successful business and a very wealthy man.

